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Transcript LRQA/British Council E-idea Podcast Series Episode 3

Winner’s interviews, part 1

Welcome to the E-idea Podcast series. The E-Idea is an innovative competition jointly operated by Lloyd’s Register Quality Assurance (LRQA) and the British Council that funds, supports and mentors young eco-entrepreneurs from across 7 Asia-Pacific countries.

In this episode, recorded at the Regional E-idea Workshop in Indonesia, we hear from winners from Indonesia, Vietnam and Thailand. In the next episode, we will feature winners from Japan, Korea, China and Australia. 
Mike Chambers:
Arho from Indonesia starts us off with his thoughts on the importance of the mentoring that LRQA and the British Council offered the winners during the workshop
Arho Madeseo:
I think it’s helped me so much because when you are a young entrepreneur you just make a product and you just sell that product without the structure. In this workshop, in British Council, LRQA they teach us how to structure your finance, how to conduct market analysis and how to segment the market. That is all very useful for us. I hope that when we start the business with a structure, we have a big business for the future.

Mike Chambers:
Anton from West Java in Indonesia talked to us about some of the benefits of sharing knowledge and experience with other E-idea winners during the Indonesian winners workshop
Anton Abdul Fatah:
This workshop is so meaningful also for me because I get so much knowledge. For example, last night I have discussed with Steven from Australia and I have knowledge about aquaponic.  It’s really, really new knowledge but in my village so many potential for aquaponic and I will make it in my village.  So E-idea helps me to build a compost centre in my village. Yes. It so helped me, it’s really, really helped me in this project. I built compost centre so the farmers can get free fertiliser for their farm land. 
Mike Chambers:
Vu Tu Nam from Vietnam talked about how the Indonesia workshop will help him implement his E-idea project
Vu Tu Nam:
I think through the activity of the workshop I have learned about many things like time management, business plans, social enterprise, finance, and I think this is good and interesting knowledge for me to implement my project in the future. 
Mike Chambers:

Next, we hear a couple of the winners introducing their E-idea winning projects. Gustinov from Indonesia the project that led to his participation in the Indonesia E-Idea winners workshop
Gustinov Briliant Aji:
My project is about providing an alternative transportation that can produce electricity, can use it in the disaster area. I’m used to make a bike, electric bike that can produce electricity because I think in the future we have to make something, because the hydrocarbon won’t be available for all time.  
Mike Chambers:
Jantima from Thailand described the team’s E-idea winning project, one that is set to deliver direct environmental benefits to a well-known tourist attraction. 

Jantima Pipitsoontorn:

So now that we’ve formed the team we decided we wanted to do something about the environment problem. We just pick a topic about the waste because now it’s like a crisis about the waste also. And so we selected a location in Pai because now Pai is now a well-known tourist attraction in Thailand and they’ve got a lot of waste problem/pollutions there. So, for our project, so we decided to do about a waste management to promote the city to become the green city and for the solution we think that it’s quite easy to start from everyone’s hands. So then we want to promote about a waste separations and so we decided the waste cycle is like, if we look into like the upstream, middle stream and the downstream of its life, so first we want to play in the upstream that we want to produce, promote the waste separations and after that we want now, we want to set up the trash bank in the school. And so this one we run with the, by the students, all the students in the school and so that’s a good place to install the knowledge to the student. And so after that we will have the bio, bio waste recycling centres to not only because the bank we will deposit any waste from people but for the like plastic or cans that could be, are recycled but for just like organic waste that’s less valuable than that one so we will send the bio recycling to transform that bio waste into more valuable product like biogas on a compost. 
Mike Chambers:

Another important theme for the winners was the funding they will receive from the British Council and LRQA. Vanessa from Indonesia talked about how her E-idea winning team will use the funding they have won from LRQA and the British Council
Vanessa Letizia:
So we will use the funding to build the website because build the website is really expensive. We want to make it more interactive. So we are working on it and it takes a lot of, its expensive, it takes a lot of money and that things so we will use that to build the website and we want to make a campaign in 15 cities in Indonesia. We will collaborate with local communities so we hope that because of the collaboration the funding will not spend that much because we want to involve other communities to participate so they, you know, we will spread the message. 
Mike Chambers:

Skimmim from Thailand talked about the importance of the funding that winning the national competition in her country has had on her project.
Khwankhao Sinhaseni:

First of all I want to say thank you to the British Council and LRQA for providing these workshops and also the seed funding. The seed funding has helped me a lot especially for about to do my marketing and also I want to do like a social media and this is if a good social activity that  we want to provide as well. Normally we try to publicise to our customers and the seed funding can support me. 
Thank you for listening to this episode in the E-idea podcast series. For more information on the E-idea initiative, including detailed information on the regional competition winners from across all seven of the participating countries, please visit www.e-idea.org.  For more information on LRQA’s climate change activities visit www.climatechange.lrqa.com.
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