
Lloyd’s Register Copenhagen Podcast Series, Episode 11, Interview with Karin Sjolin-Frudd, IMO Environmental Expert
Welcome to the Lloyd’s Register Copenhagen Podcast Series. My name is Mike Chambers. This is episode 11 in the series and features an interview with one of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO)’s leading environmental experts, Karin Sjolin-Frudd.

During the COP 15 global climate change conference in Copenhagen, Karin presented the results of an independent study on shipping and climate change. The study was commissioned by the IMO. We talked to Karin about the report.

Alex Briggs:
If we could talk about the IMO’s overall commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions?

Karin Sjolin-Frudd:
 Yes. IMO has more and more focus on the issue as such because it’s become a very important part of the IMO environmental mark. And in order to have the best knowledge about the facts, we have commissioned a study which was done independent, outside the IMO, by a consortium of the experts and they studied the greenhouse gas study by the IMO.

Alex Briggs:
You discussed today some of the facts on shipping and CO2 emissions.

Karin Sjolin-Frudd:
Yes, some of the facts can be found in the greenhouse gas study of course and the study found that the contribution of shipping is about 2.7% of the total man made emissions of Carbon Dioxide. So it shows that the emissions from ships are quite small at the moment, but because of the increase in trade and shipping this will be a major contributor in the longer term and, therefore we also recognise that we do have to take measures to combat these emissions.

Alex Briggs:
So can you tell us in some more detail about the recent study that you just mentioned?

Karin Sjolin-Frudd:
Yes, just to say that it has been very well received and formed an important basis for the discussion at the last MAPC and will do so in the future as well. So it can be seen as the best and most thorough study that has been made on the issue of emissions in shipping and also to say what the conclusions and recommendations were. That we can do quite a lot with technical and operational measures and you can control emissions through these measures and we have developed some circulars that directly respond to these findings. And in addition, which is very important, is that to fully meet the requirements we also need to focus on market based instruments, which will in addition to the operation and technical measures, form very important tool for the IMO to combat emissions.

Alex Briggs:
How about both for the IMO and for yourself personally, what do you see is the best outcome of the COP15 conference?

Karin Sjolin-Frudd:
Well I think the best, as it has proven in the past, IMO has quite a good track record and knows the area of shipping both when it comes to technical matters and also environmental issues and our member countries have shown that they would like to continue this process to be dealt with within IMO and being an international and global means of transport it is very important to have global solutions to and IMO can therefore be the best body to continue with this. So the best for the IMO and for the shipping and carbon dioxide emissions reduction from ships would be to continue the process within the IMO and to complete the process that we have now started following the measures we have taken already and then try to increase the commitments that we have made. 
Thank you for listening to the Lloyds Register Copenhagen Podcast Series. Visit www.copenhagencountdown.blogspot.com for daily blogs from the COP 15 conference or www.businessassurance.com/copenhagen for podcasts, blogs and news on the COP 15 conference.
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