
Transcript Lloyd’s Register Copenhagen Podcast Series Episode 1
Welcome to the Lloyd’s Register Copenhagen podcast series. My name is Mike Chambers. This series will feature a number of episodes in the weeks leading up to the Cop15, the fifteenth conference of the parties under The United Nations Climate Change Convention. The conference takes place in Copenhagen December the 7th to the 18th. We will be talking to Dr Anne-Marie Warris, Lloyd’s Register’s leading environmental and climate change expert. In the first episode she will talk about some of the broader issues that will feature prominently in the Copenhagen negotiations. Anne-Marie is currently the Chairperson for the ISO Technical Committee responsible for the future development of the Global Environmental Management Systems Standard ISO 14001. She is also The Chairperson for the United Kingdoms Emissions Trading Group, the UK ETG.   
	Mike Chambers:    To get us started, we asked Anne-Marie about the vocabulary that is unique to the world of climate change and the negotiations in Copenhagen. Here she talks about a few of the key abbreviations that are used. 
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:    I shall try, there are lots of them Let start with the obvious one. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change – UNFCCC really hard to remember. We’ll also talk about how sloppy we can be about the use of it. The other one is COP – the Conference of Parties which comes after the United Nations Framework Convention Climate Change Convention that was signed in 1992. I suppose the two most critical discussions we will have and terms are probably the AWDLCA and the AWGKP. Both of them ad hoc working groups, one of them the LCA on long term co-operative action which, is where we will see some of the issues to do with our aviation and marine being discussed and of course the KP the Kyoto Protocol being where we will see Annex 1 countries making their commitment to what targets they are going to achieve post 2012. We will use other terms as we go along in this series and what I suggest we do is talk about them as we go along.

Mike Chambers:    A lot is at stake for governments, organisations and individuals during the Copenhagen negotiations. We asked Anne-Marie if she thought there is a realistic hope of a deal being reached in December.
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:     Yes I think it is but I also think that we’ve got to recognise that were going to see a lot of negative and positive press between now and the 18th of December. We are going to have a lot of people keeping their poker cards close to their chest and we are going to have a lot of discussion. But yes I think well have a deal in Copenhagen. A frame work agreement we will see.  
Mike Chambers:    Here she talks about the importance and relevance of the other climate change meetings that are taking place around the world in the lead up to Copenhagen.
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:    Well they started talking again in Thailand this week but, if we are going to have an agreement in Copenhagen we’ve got a fortnight to find negotiation in Copenhagen. If you think about the 192 Countries getting together and come to a deal were going to have to do a lot of negotiations before they get there. Its inevitable so they meet lots of time beforehand to try and narrow it down the negotiation texts from - I think one of them is about 600 pages, well 600 pages is too much to agree in Copenhagen. We need to get back to a framework piece. So they’re meeting to talk they’ve got a meeting now in Thailand lasting up to until the 9th of October and well see another meeting in Barcelona in November. Well those are the meetings that are on the agenda and we shall see what happens before we get to Copenhagen on the 7th.
Mike Chambers:    Anne-Marie talked about the key debates that the Lloyd’s Register Group would be participating in during the Copenhagen negotiations
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:    I think there are going to be a set of them. First of all, clearly the debate about common but differentiated responsibility and whether we are just going to have annex one and non annex one Countries or whether we are going to end up with a annex one, nearly developed Countries, nearly, nearly developed Countries and, if you wanted the African and the small island states in that concept. That will make a big difference to us in terms of what it might mean for clean development mechanism, but also in terms for what it might mean for our marine business or our energy business. If that happens we might find more drive towards energy efficiency in places such as China for example. We’re seeing plenty at the moment but we will see even more. That might effect our energy business. We might also suddenly see that CDM may no longer be possible for certain types of projects in certain countries if this happens. So the CBRD argument is going to be the big one to follow but it will of course be hidden in all the negotiations to do with the long range commitments and the Kyoto Protocol so, well have to keep an eye on that.
Mike Chambers:     Anne-Marie went on to provide more detail about the CDM
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:    Clean Development Mechanism - CDM was one of the three flexible mechanisms that came in as part of the Kyoto Protocol. It applies to developing Countries. It’s very critical for LRQA in terms of its position of a DOE a Designated Operation Entity. That is an entity that is accredited to provide validation and verification to the CDM requirements. So if you think about our offices in China, India, Japan, Thailand in Asia for example to take some and I’ve not mentioned all of them as well as our offices in Latin America –Brazil, Chile, Argentina. This is a very important part of our Green House Gas Portfolio and our Climate Change services. So its very important for them what might happen to it. Its also quite important because one of the other flexible mechanisms were dealing with is the Joint Implementation. We’re also seeing how that in its implication for the work we do in Russia, Ukraine and elsewhere might impact our business.
Mike Chambers:     The Copenhagen debates go well beyond any one organisation, nation or industry. Here Anne-Marie tells us why Copenhagen is crucial in the global battle to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:    I think for two angles. First of all because it’s critical that we demonstrate that we can actually reach an International agreement. This is our chance as the human race of demonstrating that we can reach an International agreement to deal with this issue. If we can reach it on this issue we can reach International agreements on lots of other International issues. So that’s one angle. The other angle is this is a risk to our future, not to the future of the planet, the planet will survive an increased temperature but what will it do to us as a human race? We need to do something to hold that temperature change that will allow us, the nine billion people that live on this planet, to survive and to continue to enjoy the economic prosperity we’ve got. We all want to do that and therefore it’s really critical that we do that before the temperature runs ahead of us.
Mike Chambers:    Developing and developed nations have very different interests and needs in Copenhagen. Anne-Marie tells us why she sees this as a focal point of debate and discussion during the negotiations.

	Dr Anne-Marie Warris:    So if you’re thinking about it for developed countries it matters that we contribute to helping developing Countries but we have to remember as developed countries we are the main contributors to the CO2 problem. CO2 lasts for about 100 years in the atmosphere so its our Industrial Revolution that has taken us to where we are. The developing countries also need to start doing things to minimise the fast growth of CO2 emissions per capita that’s happening. No, not reducing their growth potential, but making sure it happens with as small a CO2 footprint as possible. And we need to deal with adaptation and funding for small island states.
Mike Chambers:         She has already talked about some of the industries and sectors that will be focussed on during the talks. Here Anne-Marie takes a closer look at some other key topics on the Copenhagen agenda.
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:     Well we probably all know that the issue of land use planning will come in as well forestry and deforestation. Those are probably the big debates at the moment what can we do to minimise the cutting down of trees? That would actually help us in terms of absorbing CO2. There’s going to be a lot of debate about that and a lot of questions about how do you manage it. And, finally I suppose well see a lot of debate about is National Litigation Action. Those are the things the developing Countries will contribute to, the policies and procedures they may come up with to manage things. So we’ll see some debate on that and the debate for Lloyd's Register about monitoring, reporting and verification will be back on the table but for a different agenda.   
Mike Chambers:     As with any meeting or event of this magnitude, it is often the individuals that are the key to success or failure of the overall agenda. Anne-Marie shares her views on who some of the most influential negotiators in Copenhagen are likely to be.

Dr Anne-Marie Warris:    Now that’s a very interesting question because on one hand I would say everybody wouldn’t I? But then on the other hand we will see some major leadership. Clearly we’re already seeing that from Ban Ki-moon and his Climate day a couple of weeks ago. We’re seeing it clearly from Yvo de Boer very clearly taking some strong leadership here. Were beginning to detect some strong leadership from the Swedish Presidency of the European Union. They had a very clear commitment to what they want to do, and were also beginning to see some commitment from Barack Obama on what will come out of the US. But that’s mentioning politicians. Is anybody else going to get involved as a big driver? And I think the answer is yes. I think were going to see people in the public eye who we may not associate with this taking a position. Whether that will be Al Gore or it will somebody else whether it will be some of the major speakers for some of the major NGOs, we’ll see. We will see other people taking a position.
Mike Chambers:     A lot has changed since the 1997 Kyoto Protocol was signed. We asked Anne-Marie about what she thinks has changed the most in the climate change world since Kyoto.
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:     That’s another interesting question because when we started off it was really the developed world and actually the US was a very big driver in the Kyoto. The fact they didn’t sign it is not the important point, they were the one’s who put in the three flexible mechanisms. But if you’re thinking about Copenhagen, I think were going to see a very strong input from the Chinese, the Japanese and the Indians the Brazilians as well as The Russians in the debate that’s coming in. That doesn’t mean the United States and Europe aren’t going to have a voice. Of course they will, but they’re not going to have the dominant voice over everybody else.  
Mike Chambers:       Anne-Marie offers insight into the progress being made by the Kyoto Protocol signee nations
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:     Yes they are being taken seriously. Are they being met? It’s too early to tell. We don’t know until 2012 but we know about the European Union, they are beginning to achieve. There’s a great variability but it looks ok but I think we’ll have to wait and see. This is very much a waiting game to see. I suppose the thing that worries me most of all is what’s known as hot air, its all the extra CO2 emissions that we have in places like Russia and The Ukraine that we need to work out how we are going to manage in the International deal in Copenhagen.
Mike Chambers:     She also talked specifically about how the Kyoto Protocol and some of it’s key components have developed over the past 14 years
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:    The Kyoto Protocol was, I suppose to a degree the precursor to what happened at European Union Emissions Trading Scheme. The European Union in fact started talking about a Carbon Tax and went to an Emission Trading Scheme much later. Very much because the UK came up with the concept of an Emissions Trading Scheme rather than a tax having thought about it for a long time and having done some serious discussion with Government and Industrials and NGO’s on it. So you have a direct link between the targets In the European Union Emissions Trading Scheme, which covers about 45% of industry, with the European Union commitment to Kyoto. You can see the same in terms of China having said we need to do something. Now they are not in an emission trading scheme but they’re clearly very strongly committed to achieving the best for the clean development mechanism. They interestingly enough put a tax on the sale of clean development mechanism credits that’s a variable depending upon what the credit comes from. That allows them to generate money that they can spend on better environmental projects. That’s another good way that Kyoto has driven change. You’re also of course seeing in the whole developing world a number of CDM projects, we must be way over 2,000, that are beginning to make a difference to some of the ways that things are happening. If you are looking at the United States – well the United States stayed outside but Barack Obama is clearly in the negotiations now and has driven through the beginning of what is the Waxman-Markey bill in the United States another way of looking at emission trading, but again a way of achieving a reduction of CO2 in the economy without effecting the economy per say.
Mike Chambers:     With the focus being on the importance of nations reaching a binding agreement, little has been said about who will be looking out for the interest of industry and organisations. Anne-Marie explains how business will be represented in Copenhagen
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:    A number of organisations will be and a number of the NGO’s are business focused. World Business Council for Sustainable Development will be there. The International Emission Trading Association will be there. A number of other people will be there to support business. By the way, a number of the negotiators, that is the people inside Government that’s negotiating, are sometimes from industry specifically and there are clearly representatives from the various business ministries whether you are calling them the Department of Trade and Industry in the UK, as we did for a while or, The Department for Business. It doesn’t really matter but they are represented and definitely will be represented as will be a number of individuals because it isn’t just business this is about, it’s also about you and me in our daily life. Well see a lot of those NGO’s there as well.
Mike Chambers: She also talked about what has changed since Kyoto for organisations
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:    Well the Kyoto Protocol is now well over ten years old – well since it came into effect in 2005 of course not, but since it came into being and a lot of the world has changed since then and it has changed environmentally quite substantially since the 1990s to now.  We’ve seen a lot of drivers changing but if you want to focus specifically on the Kyoto Protocol I suppose it’s the increasing driver towards carbon footprinting of products and carbon footprinting of organisations. How much does it take to do a certain process? I don’t care whether we are having the conversations I had only two days ago with somebody about what’s the carbon footprint of a specific type of transport over another and how do we make sure that we compare like with like or, we’re going back to the International standardisation work on the carbon footprint that’s based on a life cycle assessment. Or you go to some of the work that we’ve been involved with in terms of developing the 14064 series which Is the monitoring, reporting and accounting for carbon in an organisation or a project. There’s lots of things that have changed in organisations. They’re increasingly producing carbon data and increasingly being measured on it and its one of the things that the “FTSE for good” and other indexes are increasingly beginning to look at.   
Mike Chambers:    Anne-Marie addressed the difficult question of what are the most and least favourable possible outcomes of the Copenhagen negotiations.
Dr Anne-Marie Warris:   The most favourable is a deal that covers all countries, all sectors and gives us a sort of reassurance this planet will survive for all of us and for all of our children. That may sound very political but that’s what we all want. We want something that ensures that we limit temperature rises, that we manage adaptation and that we carry on growing. 

If we get no deal at all we have nothing, we just carry on the way we are. It may be very nice for me in my lifetime but is that what I want my grandchildren to suffer? And I don’t, so I want to see a good outcome at Copenhagen.  
Mike Chambers:    Now for the big question. Lets find out what Anne-Marie thinks will be the final outcome of the Copenhagen Climate Change conference
Dr Anne-Marie Warris: About 5 o’ clock in the morning on the is it the 19th of December or the 18th that’s the Saturday but whatever 5 o clock in the morning on the Saturday morning when we all thought it would be over and done with by midnight on the Friday.
It will be a framework agreement and a framework agreement that will cover targets for developed Countries, a division of developing countries into  a  set of groups, exactly how many I’m not clear about, but clearly we will have those developing Countries that are virtually counted as developed  and those that are the small island states and Africa. Will we have something in between? Probably in my book. So there will be a set of relative commitments from those. Whether those are by a national mitigation action or whatever it’s not clear at the moment.  That’s a framework that will cover that lot. The framework will also look at deforestation and forestation as one of the big issues and the fourth for me pillar of all that will be the funding piece, if we don’t get that in place the rest falls. 
Thank you for listening to episode 1 of the Lloyd’s Register Copenhagen podcast series. Episode 2 will also feature an interview with Dr Anne-Marie Warris with the interview topics relating specifically to the issues and concerns that the shipping sector will be watching during the Copenhagen negotiations. That episode will go live in the next ten days and can also be listened to and downloaded on www.businessassurance.com/climatechange .
Visit www.businessassurance.com/climatechange for a wide range of information and materials including blogs, over 40 podcasts, a resources section, information on standards as well as events and news on Climate Change. It is the world’s only community website for management systems professionals.
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