STONESFIELD SCHOOL ECO-WEEK 2008 PODCAST TRANSCRIPT

Welcome to the www.businessassurance.com Climate Change podcast series. My name is Neville Hobson.

This episode takes a look at climate change from a very different perspective.  The stars of this episode are children, aged 6-11. They are primary school students from Stonesfield Primary School in Oxfordshire, England. Our editor, a parent of two children at the school, was invited to attend a day of the school’s Eco Week celebrations, a week of activities focused around environmental issues, both at the school and on the planet as a whole. In addition to hearing the children share their learnings and thoughts on climate change, you will hear them talk to the leader of the Conservative Party in the United Kingdom, David Cameron. Stonesfield is a village in Mr. Cameron’s parliamentary constituency. After hearing about the Eco-week activities, Mr. Cameron took part in a question and answer discussion with three of Stonesfield Primary School’s students. Let’s listen in:
DARCY:
My name is Darcy. I am 10 years old and I am in year 6 at Stonesfield School. With me are Jak and Elena, also from Stonesfield School. 

DAVID CAMERON:

Well, it’s very good to hear from you. 

JAK BOWER:
Hello Mr Cameron, my name is Jak Bower. I love technology. How can technology help us to fight climate change?

DAVID CAMERON:

I think you can do lots of things because new technology can help us to find ways of generating electricity without creating the carbon emissions that cause global warming. And we can also find technology to help us live our lives without creating again the carbon dioxide emissions that are causing the problems. So, we can have all sorts of things in our homes that will actually help us do the things we want to do, whether it is watch television or have electric lights or refrigerators or whatever, that are less energy intensive. So technology is a really big part of cracking the climate change problem.

ELENA:
My name is Elena and we have been learning a lot in ECO Week about climate change. What do you and your family do to help against climate change?

DAVID CAMERON:

Well we try to do our bit, things like switching the things off standby, that makes a difference and switching the lights off when you leave the house or when you leave a room. I can’t always pretend I get that right, but we try to do it. But the big thing we have done is that we recently moved house and in our new house we have put a lot of insulation in the roof and in the walls and that has had a really big effect, because it means the house is warmer, it means you lose less heat during the winter and that means you have to put the heating on less early and it means that you don’t have to have it as high. So, it not only saves carbon dioxide, but it also saves you money and that’s a good thing too. 

DARCY:
Hello, its Darcy speaking. 

DAVID CAMERON:

Hi Darcy, David Cameron here. I’ve got a question for you about climate change and about what you are doing in Stonesfield ECO Week. I gather you have just moved house, so tell me Darcy what are you and your family doing to make your new house ECO friendly?

DARCY:
Well, I’ve got a number of things. We are going to continue recycling as much as possible of our waste and we also plan on starting a new compost heap and when we moved there was a water butt already installed for us, so that we use that water to water the plants with. In the attic we have got hardly any insulation, so we are wasting a lot of electricity turning on the heating and so we are going to get more insulation. Also because we live in a really sunny spot, it would be ideal for solar panels but my family can’t afford them and if possible in the future, if the government could help people like me and my family afford solar panels and get them put into our roof, that would be great because it would be good on the ECO side and also for saving money. 

DAVID CAMERON:

I think that’s absolutely right, I think it’s really sensible. When I moved house we put some solar panels on the roof and they were expensive. There was a grant, there was a small grant available, and some of those grants have now been taken away. I think what we need, to answer your question and Ill try and do this in government if I become Prime Minister, is two very simple things. One is we need a very simple grant for people who want to put up solar panels because it’s good for them and it’s good for the environment. But I think even more important, we need something which they have in other countries which is if you generate some of your own electricity in other countries, you can sell the surplus you don’t need back to the electricity grid so other people can use it. These are called feed-in tariffs and Ill tell you an interesting fact which is there’s one town in Germany called Freiberg that has more solar panels than the whole of the United Kingdom, and isn’t that terrible that they’re doing so well in Germany and we are not doing very well here in Britain and we should do better. So Darcy, Elena and Jak it’s been great talking to you. I think your ECO Week at Stonesfield has been a real success, I think it’s a really good thing for a school to do and thank you for giving me the opportunity to share in it.

NEVILLE:
Miss Eastwood, who teaches a mixed year 3 and year 4 class and Miss McGregor, a mixed year 5 and year 6 teacher, were the leaders in getting Stonesfield school involved in Eco-week. We visited Miss Eastwood’s class and talked to some of her students about their climate change activities:

STUDENT:
This week at our school, it’s Eco-Week and we have done lots of fun activities and yesterday a bus called the Wild Waste Bus came to our school and we made artwork in different coloured paper.

STUDENT:

We have also been learning about water and stuff, and not to waste water and today we had a waste free lunch and we weren’t allowed to bring anything that we had to throw in the bin after you have had your lunch.

STUDENT:

This week in Eco-week, we have been making from papier-mâché animals and when we did the waste free lunch a few year 4’s and some of us won, and we won two little mini eggs for each person who won.

STUDENT:

In Eco-week we had a scientist come in, he taught us all about some children in Africa making toys and furniture from papier-mâché.

NEVILLE:
We spent over an hour with Miss McGregor’s year 5-6 classroom learning about different ways that climate change is affecting the earth and their school. This group of students gave a presentation to the class on power stations, icebergs and the importance of turning off the lights
GROUP:
How does turning on a light affect climate change?

STUDENT:

The power stations burn up coal, oil and gas which go up into the air. This makes lots of carbon dioxide. This makes the blanket thicker. The blanket is an invisible blanket over our planet and it keeps us warm. As well as keeping us warm, it also does some bad to our earth. 

STUDENT:

Every time the sun reflects on the earth, some of it bounces back into the atmosphere and some if it stays in the earth. This makes the blanket thicker and causes global warming and cold places heat up underneath the ground. 

STUDENT:

If you turn your light off you would be doing the world a big favour. This means in cold places like the North and South Pole are heating up and the icebergs are melting like this one here.

STUDENT:

Animals’ homes, such as polar bears and penguins, are sinking, so it’s not just us that are in trouble, it’s our wildlife too. 

STUDENT:

Global warming also causes weather change, such as drought, flooding and heat waves. 

NEVILLE:
Miss Eastwood worked to bring local environmental organisations to talk to the children about climate change. She talked to us about some of the activities and the planning that went into making it all happen
MISS EASTWOOD:

We organised Eco week at Stonesfield school for two reasons, firstly to raise awareness of environmental issues with all children from ages 4 to 11 and secondly, because we are trying to become an Eco school and we hope that Eco week will excite, enthuse and encourage the children to think about their local and global environment. We wanted it to be a fun-filled educational week and set about organising a range of activities. 

We contacted local educational charities who work in our area, the Wild Waste Bus and Energy Busters worked with all classes to teach them about reducing waste and conserving energy. One class also worked with Nancy Gladstone from Siren, an Oxfordshire Charity who have published environmental teaching resources. Oxfordshire County Council also kindly provided us with a calico bag for each child. The children were allowed to decorate these bags using fabric paints and took them home afterwards. We also created a tree of life using rubbish from our homes. We all dressed in green for green day and the children had a waste-free lunch to raise awareness of reducing packaging. The children were keen to learn and enthusiastic to carry on with their Eco work at school and also at home.

NEVILLE:
The Wild Waste Bus was parked outside of the school for most of the week, with each of the classes getting to visit the bus and learn about recycling. One of the Wild Waste team visited Miss McGregor’s year 5-6 class while we were there. Let’s listen in 

WILD WASTE BUS TEAM:
I’m here to talk to you about energy and I did hear a little snippet as I was coming in that our government is going to increase our renewables by 10% by 2012. So 


























































































































that’s good. Does anybody know where we get most of our energy from at the moment?

KIDS:
Gas.

WILD WASTE BUS TEAM:
Well done. Gas is just about in second position. What do you think might be in the first position?

KIDS:
Coal.

WILD WASTE BUS TEAM:
Well done. 

Where have you seen it around here?
KIDS:
Didcot 

WILD WASTE BUS TEAM:
Well done. Didcot burns both coal and gas. In 2004 we were actually getting most of our energy from gas, but now it’s in fact mostly coal, because in our country, we are running out of gas. We are having to bring it from Libya, and we are having to get it from Russia as well. We are starting to struggle a little bit on the gas front, but we are burning a lot of coal. What do you think the bad things are about coal? 

STUDENT:

It makes lots of carbon dioxide and some other greenhouse gases. 

WILD WASTE BUS TEAM:
Good, well done. It produces lots of carbon dioxide. Didcot produces 9.3 million tonnes of carbon dioxide every year which goes straight up into our atmosphere.             

Gas isn’t quite as bad, that’s half as much, that’s at least half as much. But we do need to start looking into alternatives, which is why our government has decided to put more money into renewables. 

NEVILLE:
This group of students, took a look at water and waste. Let’s listen to their thoughts:
STUDENT:

We did an investigation into the water around our school and we found out that there are quite a few push-down taps, but not enough, we think. So, we have decided we need to have more push-down taps to save water, because they automatically stop. 

STUDENT:

We found out that every school day we waste 280 bottles of water each day. 
STUDENT:

We basically thought that one of the reasons we thought we should have more push-down taps is that for the younger kids, like in the reception class they didn’t have push-down taps they had twist ones, and we thought that sometimes they might forget to turn them off.

STUDENT:

We thought that we could get some gel in plant pots, so when we watered the plants, we won’t need to use as much water, because normally when you water plants, the water leaks through the bottom, but this gel which you can put in the plants, saves a little bit of water. 
STUDENT:

In total, we use 1,400 litres of water a week. 
STUDENT:

It costs £292.13 for all this water to be wasted over three months. 

STUDENT:

We also found out that when you push the push-down taps down, 500mls of water comes out.

STUDENT:

The push down taps roughly last for about ten seconds, leaving you just enough time to wash your hands, but not much longer to allow us to waste water.

NEVILLE:
This group took a look at lights and how the school could cut down on the amount of electricity used. Let’s listen to their discussion with Miss McGregor
STUDENT:

We went around the school to see if the classes had their lights on and what lights they used and how it could be saved and whether we needed those lights on or not. Then we went out and we talked about how we should change it by using different bulbs and less and then we thought about tasks that we could set the school every week and one of them was if we get someone to look at the energy thing in the cupboard by the shed and try to aim to lower and see how we can improve it.

MISS MCGREGOR:
So that’s the consumption of energy. And what is the energy that fires the heating and the lighting in the school. Did you find that out? 

STUDENT:


No.

MISS MCGREGOR:
Pretty much certain its gas, are we? An oil fired boiler. And what are the sorts of things you are going to ask to do every week? The kind of things that are going to help us save energy. 

STUDENT:

We are going to have a lights off day. 

MISS MCGREGOR:
Any ideas about labels?

STUDENT:


Yes, if we put labels around the lights saying turn me off please, so people don’t leave them on. 

MISS MCGREGOR:
Excellent 

NEVILLE:
Scientists’ explanations of global warming often leave us confused, not knowing what the cause is and what the effect is. This year 4 student took us on a journey, explaining the link that car emissions have on the ozone layer and eventually to life in our seas.

STUDENT:

When we drive cars the CO2 emissions go into the air and they defeat the ozone layer and the ozone layer keeps the sun out, and we are starting to get holes in the ozone layer from the CO2. That is making our earth hotter and that is melting the polar ice caps, which is going to cause serious flooding and when the flooding happens, all the rubbish from the landfill sites is going to go into the sea and kill fish. 

NEVILLE:
Let’s go back to the year 3-4 classroom and hear a bit more about their activities:
STUDENT:

On Monday, we all talked about why we are doing Eco week. The first one of them because we help our environment and the second reason is because we were going to win an award so we could be an Eco-school.

STUDENT:

We need our very own cotton bags to take to the shops so we don’t use plastic bags any more, because plastic bags are made in factories which cause a lot of pollution to the world.

NEVILLE:
This year 3 student explained how the week’s activities helped her to understand greenhouse gases
STUDENT:

Today we went down to the greenhouse in the garden and Miss Eastwood explained to us more about the greenhouse, because when the sun shines onto the greenhouse it gets very warm in there and that is what is happening to us in the earth at the moment. Because in the greenhouse it can’t escape, and at the moment all the smoke around our earth is polluting the earth as well, because the heat can’t escape from the earth.

NEVILLE:
We also visited the Wild Waste Bus and sat in while year 2 students made their own spiders and butterflies, while the Wild Waste Bus team talked about how wonderful rubbish can be
WILD WASTE BUS TEAM:
As you can see, I said we’d talk rubbish, we also play with rubbish. There are a lot of things in here made just rubbish. We have got the word ‘Recycle’ up there and this is made from newspaper and cardboard,that has been painted nice and brightly, and we have stuck some pictures of flowers on them. We have our chicken.What do you think this chicken is made from? 

KIDS:

Is it made out of newspaper or tissue paper?

WILD WASTE BUS TEAM:
Good guess. Because they are the right colours aren’t they, but its not tissue paper, no.

KIDS:

Plastic bags?

WILD WASTE BUS TEAM: 
It is plastic bags, good guess. They are made from plastic bags this chicken, and we’ve got these bags here. What do you think this used to be?

KIDS:
You have cut it now, but before you cut it, it was jeans.
WILD WASTE BUS TEAM:
Absolutely, these are a pockets from old jeans made into a bag and we have here a big block of cans, do you remember I said cans can when we did recycling. This is about 500 cans put together, and they have been collected from people’s recycling boxes and they are going to go off to the can factory or the metal factory and what are they going to be turned into? Can you remember?

KIDS:
A plane?

WILD WASTE BUS TEAM:
What else?

KIDS:
A helicopter?

KIDS:
A car?

KIDS:
A bicycle?

WILD WASTE BUS TEAM:
Absolutely, all these different things.

KIDS:
A motorbike?


NEVILLE:
This year 5-6 group talked about some of the targets that governments around the world have set in an effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
STUDENT:

What we can do: People think that climate change will mess with the way we live and work. For a decade, 1990 to the year 2000 was the warmest on record. People think sea levels will rise so habitats will destroyed and with it animals and people.  The weather will get worse. There will be storms, floods and drought. Mosquitoes and other pests will come to the UK, which would lead to drought and starvation.
STUDENT:

The Government have agreed to cut down on greenhouse gases. The European Union has agreed to cut down greenhouse gases by 8% in the USA 7% and Japan by 6%. The Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution thinks that by the year 2050, global emissions will be at 60%.

NEVILLE:
Still not convinced that the year 5-6 children understand the full impact of climate change? This group talked about some measurable steps that could be taken to reduce the impacts of climate change
STUDENT:


Did you know the UK produces more than 100 million tonnes of waste every year. In less than two hours, the waste we produce could fill the Albert Hall in London. And is it really necessary to print everything you do in the ICT room out on paper? And if so, could it be printed double sided?
STUDENT:

Buy snacks with less packages on them, for example an apple instead of a packet of crisps. Rather than starting a new page for each piece of work, rule off previous work and continue on the same page.
NEVILLE:
This group were in charge of researching the effect cars have on the earth and talked about alternatives to cars.
STUDENT:


It is hard to believe that running your car can affect climate change. Most cars use petrol or diesel. This is burnt in the engine to make your car move. This makes Carbon Dioxide CO2. 
STUDENT:

CO2 makes the atmosphere thicker and traps the heat from the sun. All this heat warms up the earth and the earth gets warmer. The North Pole and South Pole melt, causing flooding, storms, droughts, high winds and more.
STUDENT:

 If you count all the cars that is a lot of CO2 in the earth’s atmosphere. That is why you should walk or cycle.
MISS McGREGOR:

Good, well done, thank you very much.

NEVILLE:
The last and largest group of the day took a look at the school grounds and shared some of their ideas on making it a greener, better place
STUDENT:

We were investigating the school grounds, and to help wild animals come and make habitats at our school grounds. 
STUDENT:

We already have lots of trees, ponds, walls, logs, soil. We have wildlife boxes, grass and bushes. 
STUDENT:


Here are some ideas of how we could make our school ground much better. 

STUDENT:


We were thinking of getting a bird and butterfly garden to attract birds and butterflies to come and live at our school.

STUDENT:

We were also thinking of getting a wild flower meadow for insects tocome and feed there. 

STUDENT:


We also wanted objects as planters such as old tyres 
STUDENT:


Compost collections to staff and classrooms. When some people went round the school we found 20  pots with dead flowers in and 11 hangers with more dead flowers in. We are thinking about growing things in there. 
NEVILLE:
We asked a few of year 5 and 6 students what steps they would take at home in making their family more aware of climate change. 
STUDENT:

Energy efficient light bulbs might be a bit more expensive, but in the long run they will last a lot longer and they are better for the environment, too.

STUDENT:


One thing my family will do differently is start a compost heap in our new house.

STUDENT:

One thing my family will do more is recycle so if we’ve got a bit of paper we won’t just put it in a bin, we will go and take it outside to a recycling bin.
NEVILLE:
This group left us with a question for the audience 
STUDENT:

Okay, let’s see if you have been listening, here is an important question: 
STUDENT:

What do power stations burn up to create electricity?

a. paper, wood and gas

b. oil, chips and ice

c. coal, oil and gas

STUDENT:

Coal, oil and gas? 

Right. 
NEVILLE:
You have been listening to a www.businessAssurance.com  Climate Change podcast. This episode in the www.BusinessAssurance.com  Climate Change Podcast Series was recorded at Stonesfield School in Oxfordshire, England. To listen to or download any of the episodes from this series, please visit www.businessassurance.com/climatechange. For more information on the school, visit their website, www.stonesfield.oxon.sch.uk. A very special thank you goes out to Mr. Cameron and his office for their interest and enthusiasm in this podcast. For more information on David Cameron, visit his personal website, www.webcameron.org.uk, which features videos and blogs related to climate change, among other key topics. Also, thanks to the Wild Waste Bus Team for their time and expertise. For more information on Eco-Schools in the UK, visit, www.eco-schools.org.uk 
Note: The parents of the three students mentioned by name in this podcast have granted BusinessAssurance.com the expressed written permission to include the names of each of the three children.
STUDENT:

So will you remember to switch your lights off when you leave the room? (Everybody – Yes)

STUDENT:

That’s good to know. Thank you for listening and remember to turn your light off.

#  #  #
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