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Welcome to the Business Assurance dot com climate change podcast series. My name is Neville Hobson.

In this episode, we talk to Ivor John, Vice-President of Ryerson, Master and Associates, (RMA), about the California Climate Action Registry (CCAR), a non-profit public/private partnership headquartered in Los Angeles that serves as a voluntary greenhouse gas registry to protect, encourage, and promote early actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. RMA provides a broad range of air quality and environmental management services to US industry and government clients, and is one of a small number of accredited verifiers of the CCAR.
Our conversation begins with Ivor explaining what the CCAR stands for and how it got started…

[0321 Ivor John] Well CCAR is the California Climate Action Registry. It was started by the California Legislature in 2000. Byron Share who was a very prominent environmental representative in the legislator, introduced this bill and it’s a voluntary program to allow any organization to report their emissions on an entity-wide basis. So the legislature allowed Californian companies to report, but they also opened it up as a way for anyone in the United States to have a venue for voluntarily reporting their carbon footprint.
[Neville Hobson] What do you think is the role of CCAR now? What role does it play in California?

[0322 Ivor John] Well let’s come from there to where we are today. Early on there were 25, about 25 founding members who really saw that this was good for them and for the climate and for California. So those 25 members started reporting their emissions in about 2003, so we have a record of reporting from 2002 emissions through 2006. We are about to go into 2007. Now for most of that time, from 2002 to 2007, there were about 20, 30, 40 members maybe 50 but then last year after the passage of AB32 which is California Climate Solutions Act, then the word got out that the people who joined the registry might get credit for early actions on reduction. So there was a huge influx of new members; from 50 it went up to about 250 and now in 2008 we are up to about 320 members. So, there was nothing like a deadline saying legislation’s happening, mandatory reporting is coming, you might get some credit from this, that’s how it grew in the last year. 

Now, as the legislature and the Air Resources Board who is the agency tasked with the lead on implementing AB32, they are not saying that these registry members will get those credits, but it was worth a shot. And my position on, or my sense of this is, its less important whether they get credit for the reductions they have already implemented, but they are the ones who have learnt the process, they are the ones who have got the experience now, they know what their emissions are, they are going to be so much further ahead of all the other companies as they move into the reduction phase whether its through regulation, whatever policy/mechanisms they use, they are the ones positioned best to respond.

[Neville Hobson] So what role does verification play in all this?

[0323 Ivor John] Well, in California we have become extremely good at regulation and it was said today at the Carbon Forum America conference that the Air resources Board is perhaps the supreme regulator in the state maybe the country, they are, maybe in the world they really have become very proficient, identifying issues and then finding ways to regulate reductions. 

Our air quality and the success of the California Air Programme is a result of that. But they are very traditional in their ways, and the idea of having verification and third party oversight of any new market mechanisms that are introduced is new to them. So, I think we see a little bit of a schizophrenic agency where some people say, we need to move forward and evolve, and others saying if we need real actions we know we have got a trusted way to do it through regulation. 

So, we already have early actions that have been identified, about 30 or 40 early actions. They are going to be implemented through regulation. So the market mechanisms are coming from behind, and its kind of new territory for the State but there is a consensus, a group that would like to get engaged in that, and introduce these new ways forward recognising that carbon is different from any other air pollutant that they have been working with in the past.

[Neville Hobson] Can you tell me what you think the future of CCAR is?

[0324 Ivor John] Well, I think this is an interesting time because CCAR has been so successful that now the model is being picked up across the country and other states want to follow. So out of that has evolved the multi-state climate registry, or The Climate Registry as it’s called (TCR). I think that now California’s program will morph into this one multi-state agency, for voluntary program reporting called The Climate Registry, then the state of California has mandatory reporting so that’s another reason for the California Climate Action Registry to rethink and redefine its role. 

So through these five years of experience, they now see a need to pioneer project protocols for emission reductions, feed the offset market through quality systems they’ve now pioneered, so I think we will see the CCAR evolve into a project registry setting standards and registering emission reductions, restructured in a different format.

[Neville Hobson] You have been listening to a Business Assurance dot com climate change podcast about CCAR, the California Climate Action Registry. For further information about CCAR, visit www.climateregistry.org. For more information about RMA, visit www.rmaq.com 
To listen to or download any of the episodes from this podcast series, please visit www.businessassurance.com/climatechange.

This podcast has been brought to you by Lloyd’s Register Quality Assurance, LRQA. For more information on LRQA, visit www.lrqa.com.

The climate change section of Business Assurance dot com also features a climate change blog, news on relevant topics, an extensive resources section, and a standards section as well as a global events calendar.

We welcome your input and feedback on this podcast or any other relevant topic. To share your views, simply add your comment on any page at www.businessassurance.com.
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