Manchester City Wind Turbine Interview Podcast Transcript

NEVILLE HOBSON:
Welcome to the Business Assurance dot com climate change podcast. My name is Neville Hobson.

Recently, Manchester City have generated a lot of local and national press regarding their building of awind turbine on their stadium grounds. When their turbine is fully operational next year it will supply enough energy to power the stadium and thousands of nearby homes. Business Assurance dot com caught up with Pete Bradshaw, Social Responsibility Manager for Manchester City Football Club, at the Corporate Climate Response Conference in London. This episode is an interview with Pete and focuses on the ways in which Manchester City have been leading the UK’s football clubs in tacking climate change. 

Pete started off by telling us some of the initiatives that Manchester City have launched to reduce their carbon footprint
PETE BRADSHAW:
The steps that Manchester City have taken to combat climate change is a mixed bag really and it ranges from a major recycling project, right throughout our organisation we have got everybody involved in looking at what we do with products, that ranges from paper to grass cuttings, to glass, plastics, cardboard a whole range of recycling projects that people are rewarded for throughout our organisation. And we make sure that that’s done locally wherever possible and practical and we’ve reduced land fill by something like 94% over two years and as I said we re-use as much as possible. 
Along with that has been a management at source issue, so that we are actually reducing waste at source and not generating waste. Good waste and energy management schemes of work in place throughout and probably importantly the whole look at where we get our energy from and that’s really resulted in the building of a wind turbine, a three megawatt wind turbine at the City of Manchester stadium and that will provide one hundred percent of our power needs, it will deliver around about twenty five percent for export, which is how we repay the capital and that should be up and working all going well by October, November 2007.
NEVILLE HOBSON:
Pete also talked to us about the positive effect that the club’s actions have had around the Premier League and the importance of climate change action to the sports world in general 
PETE BRADSHAW:
Importantly the building of a wind turbine actually is hugely visible and makes a major statement and impact on the community but also on our business sector really. At the moment for example we are being visited by and talking to other football clubs from around the UK and the premier league itself is looking at the whole project, and where other football clubs can buy into these types of schemes. 
So this is something that I think is going to spread, certainly amongst football in the UK and we know of a number of premier league clubs that are looking at these projects like Middlesbrough, Arsenal outside the premier league we’ve got Leicester and Swansea and a number of clubs really going for this and actually realising its important not only to their business but to their fan base as to how they are perceived in their communities and so on. 
And refreshingly, we have also seen the Olympic Delivery Authority in London looking at the whole issue of renewable energy at the moment for the Olympic facilities for 2012 and I think that Manchester will spur on football stadiums and sports arenas throughout the UK and hopefully around the world, to look at this, to see how it works and to follow suit. 
NEVILLE HOBSON:
Lastly, Pete talked about the importance of engaging the local community and particularly young people in the climate change debate

PETE BRADSHAW:
I think what’s important with the work that we are doing at Manchester City is that we are making it very local, relevant to people that live in the city, people that visit the city and come and play in Manchester and what we are trying to do is make sure that this is very much a Manchester thing because football is seen very much as a global sport, is world stage and we are very much part of that, you know we can’t hide from that and we are proud of our world stage opportunity, but what were not is, we don’t hide away from the fact that local people are important, that young people need to be very much part and parcel of the way we are thinking and therefore we have to include schools in this project so that they’re learning their development, their understanding of renewables and the planet and the environment is very much part of this. And in that for example we have some fairly major projects around enterprise, about life skills, around sustainability generally and we are doing things like measuring food miles and making sure that we have a local purchasing policy and that means that local people get employment out of this, that we actually put our money back into the local economy and it doesn’t just disappear into the blue yonder so to speak, and that’s important, that makes us hopefully a responsible commercial organisation and not one that is faceless.
NEVILLE HOBSON:
You have been listening to the www.BusinessAssurance.com  Climate Change podcast series. For more information on Manchester City’s work on climate change, visit their website at www.mcfc.co.uk  and search “wind turbine”. For more information on the wind turbine, please visit Ecotricity at http://www.ecotricity.co.uk/ . They are Manchester City’s partners in the battle against climate change. This podcast has been brought to you by Lloyd’s Register Quality Assurance, LRQA. For more information on LRQA, visit www.lrqa.com .

The climate change section of businessassurance.com also features a climate change blog, news on relevant topics, an extensive resources section, a standards section as well as a global events calendar.

We welcome your input and feedback on this podcast or any other relevant topic. To share your views, click “add comment” at the bottom of any page at www.businessassurance.com
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